
5-DAY FACULTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM REPORT 

"EMPOWERING EDUCATORS THROUGH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

EXCELLENCE" 

The National College of Pharmacy, Manassery, Kozhikode, successfully conducted a 5-day 

offline Faculty Development Programme (FDP) titled "Empowering Educators Through 

Research and Development Excellence" from 26th to 30th May 2025. Jointly organized by the 

Departments of Pharmacognosy and Pharmacology, the programme witnessed active 

participation from faculty members and research scholars representing various institutions 

across Kerala. 

The five-day FDP titled “Empowering Educators Through Research and Development 

Excellence” was inaugurated on 26th May 2025 at 9:30 AM, beginning with a prayer and a 

welcome address by Dr. S. Venkatesh, Professor and Head, Department of Pharmacology, 

National College of Pharmacy. Dr. Sujith Varma K, Principal, National College of Pharmacy, 

delivered the presidential address, emphasizing the relevance of research-based faculty training 

in advancing academic institutions. This was followed by a ceremonial lamp lighting and an 

inaugural address by Dr. Vijish Venugopal, Principal, KMCT Medical College and Director of 

Research for KMCT Group of Institutions. A keynote address was delivered by the 

distinguished guest speaker Dr. Vadivelan R, Professor and Head in charge, Department of 

Pharmacology, JSS College of Pharmacy, Ooty, setting the tone for the scientific discussions 

to follow. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Jyothi M Joy, Professor and Head, 

Department of Pharmacognosy, National College of Pharmacy. 

After a short tea break, the first scientific session of the FDP commenced at 10:30 AM. Dr. 

Vadivelan R, Professor and Head in-charge of the Department of Pharmacology at JSS College 

of Pharmacy, Ooty, delivered an expert talk on the topic “Insights of Ethics, 3Rs and AI in 

Preclinical Research.” Dr. S. Kathirvel, Principal, KMCT Institute of Pharmaceutical 

Education and Research, chaired the session. Dr. Vadivelan elaborated on the ethical 

considerations in animal-based research, focusing on the 3Rs principle. He also highlighted the 

growing importance of artificial intelligence in optimizing preclinical study design and 

reducing the ethical burden of animal usage. His talk blended scientific depth with 

contemporary relevance, drawing attention from all participants. 



Following the lunch break, the second session began at 1:30 PM and was led by Dr. Sulaiman 

C.T, Senior Scientist in the Phytochemistry Division of the Centre for Medicinal Plants 

Research, Arya Vaidya Sala, Kottakkal, on the topic “Medicinal Plants and Bioprospecting”. 

The session was chaired by Dr. Arunlal V B, Professor and Head of the Department of 

Pharmaceutical Analysis, National College of Pharmacy. Dr. Sulaiman’s lecture explored the 

rich diversity of medicinal flora and emphasized the significance of bioprospecting in 

discovering novel therapeutic agents. He provided insights into scientific approaches for 

validating traditional knowledge, along with advanced techniques used in the phytochemical 

evaluation and standardization of herbal products. The session was informative and aligned 

well with the broader goal of integrating traditional systems with modern pharmaceutical 

research. 

On 27th May, Prof. Dr. Abdul Gafur M., Principal, KMCT Institute of Emerging Technology 

and Management, delivered a session on “AI in Healthcare”, highlighting the transformative 

role of artificial intelligence in clinical and research settings. The session was chaired by Dr. 

Shebina P Rasheed, Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Analysis, Alshifa College of 

Pharmacy. 

On 28th May, Dr. Jijo P. Ulahannan, Professor and Head of Physics, Govt. College Kasaragod, 

led a session titled “Intelligent Innovation: AI Powered R&D in Healthcare”, offering insights 

into the integration of AI in scientific innovation and medical research. Ms. Jereena E, 

Associate Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Analysis, National College of Pharmacy, 

chaired the session. 

29th May featured a session on “Ethical Pillars of Scientific Inquiry: Guiding Principles for 

Responsible Research” by Dr. Divya G Krishnan, Professor and HOD, Department of 

Pharmacology, KMCT Medical College. The session, emphasizing research integrity and 

ethical compliance, was chaired by Dr. Smitha Rani, Professor, Department of Pharmacognosy, 

Alshifa College of Pharmacy. 

On 30th May, Dr. S. Kathirvel, Principal, KMCT Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and 

Research, spoke on “Crafting Your Research Identity: Integrating Publications and Grants for 

Long-Term Impact”. The session offered strategies for academic growth and impactful research 

careers and was chaired by Dr. S. Venkatesh, Professor, Department of Pharmacology, National 

College of Pharmacy. 



The five-day Faculty Development Programme concluded with a valedictory function that 

marked the successful completion of the event. The session began with a warm welcome 

address by Dr. Sujith Varma, Principal of National College of Pharmacy, followed by the 

inaugural address delivered by Dr. Santheep S, Principal of KMCT College of Allied Health 

Sciences. Dr. S. Kathirvel, Principal of KMCT Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and 

Research offered felicitations, appreciating the efforts of the organizers and participants. This 

was followed by valuable feedback from the delegates, reflecting on the enriching sessions and 

overall experience. The function concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. Minol, Professor, 

Department of Pharmacology, National College of Pharmacy, expressing gratitude to all 

contributors and attendees. 

 

 


